
 

 

Peter Seniawsky’s Black Thursday Escape 

 

Staff Sergeant Peter Seniawsky was the Left Waist Gunner on the Giles Kauffman Crew, which was 

assigned to the 547th Bomb Squadron. On 14 October 1943, this crew was assigned to aircraft 42-29870, 

a 545th Bomb Squadron ship. 

 

About one-half hour after attacking the ball-bearing factories at Schweinfurt, with the aircraft rapidly 

losing altitude, the bailout order was given. The entire crew bailed out successfully, and all became 

Prisoners of War – except Seniawsky. This is his story, in his words. 

-- 

For more about Seniawsky, read the chapter titled “Escape from Black Thursday” in Travis L. Ayres book 

“The Bomber Boys (True Stories of B-17 Airmen.” 

Note: after the war, Seniawsky legally changed his surname to Scott. 
















